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SUBJ: PRENCH VIEWS OP PAKISTAN POLITICS 

1. THE QUAI DIRECTOR POR ASIA, NOIVILLE, RECENTLY 
DISCUSSED AT SOME LENGTH PRENCH VIEWS OP THE CURRENT 
POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS IN PAKISTAN. HE PIRST ASKED 
ABOUT AMERICAN VIEWS AND EMBOPP DREW ON EMBASSY 
ISLAMABAD'S REPORTING. NOIVILLE EXPRESSED SCEPTICISM 
CONCERNING MANY US VIEWS AND SAID THAT THE QUAI WAS 
OP THE OPINION THAT THE MILITARY WOULD BE RELUCTANT TO 
HOLD ELECTIONS AS SCHEDULED, AND IP THEY DID SO, THEY 
WOULD CLEARLY PAVOR THE PNA. THE PRENCH CONSIDERED 
THAT THERE WERE VERY CLOSE TIES BETWEEN THE MILITARY AND 
SOME OP THE PNA, AND THE MILITARY WOULD TAKE ACTIVE 
MEASURES TO MAKE SURE THAT BHUTTO DID BADLY IN THE 
ELECTIONS. NOIVILLE MADE IT CLEAR THAT HE HAD A HIGHER 
OPINION OP BHUTTO THAN OF HIS PNA OPPONENTS, AND THAT 
THE GOP THOUGHT THAT AS MATTERS NOW STAND THE POLITICAL 
SITUATION IN PAKISTAN WAS DETERIORATING. 

2. NOIVILLE DID NOT HINT AT US SUPPORT POR THE PNA AND 
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THE GENERALS, BUT HE SEEMED TO THINK THAT THE MORE 
RELAXED US ATTITUDE REFLECTED US SATISFACTION AT THE 
WANING OP BHUTTO'S POWER. HE SEEMED UNIMPRESSED BY 
EMBOPP'S ASSERTIONS THAT DESPITE BHUTTO'S STRONG ATTACKS 
ON THE US, THE US WAS NOT "DETERMINED TO BRING HIM 
DOWN", BUT HOPED THAT THE COMING ELECTIONS WOULD BE 
TOTALLY PREP AND PRODUCE A GOVERNMENT BACKED BY POPULAR 
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SUPPORT. 

3. IN SUBSEQUENT CONVERSATIONS WITH QUAI POLITICAL 
DIRECTOR LABOULAYE, THE AMBASSADOR REITERATED OUR 
NONINVOLVEMENT IN BHUTTO'S FALL. CONTRARY TO NOIVILLE, 
LABOULAYE SAID HE THOUGHT THE MILITARY WERE SERIOUS 
ABOUT HOLDING ELECTIONS. HE ALSO EXPRESSED CONCERN 
ABOUT THE EXTRME ISLAMIC LEGISLATION BEING IMPOSED 
AND SPECULATED THAT IT IS DESIGNED BOTH TO APPEAL TO 
CERTAIN OPPOSITION ELEMENTS AND, BY ITS HARSH 
PENALTIES, TO ESTABLISH PUBLIC ORDER. IN THE LONGER 
RUN, HOWEVER, THE EUNDAMENTALIST ISLAMIC CRIMINAL CODE 
COULD BE DIVISIVE SINCE SOME POLITICAL GROUPS ARE 
VIOLENTLY OPPOSED. 

HARTMAN 
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